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Book Notici-:s 


Stij/U/tCiI INTi iNG and Scot i GiiNTUNCi. 2001. Of Birds and Texas. (ISBN 0-292-72834- 

4, hbk.) University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819, U.S.A. 
(Orders: http;//wvvw/utexas.edu/utpress, 512-471-4032). $75.00 h bk., 228 
pp., 50 color plates, 28 color reiuarques, 8 figures, 9 7/8" x 12 7/8". 

( )/ Hi rJs Lind lewis is an edition oi the original elephant (olio limited editi(">n published b)' t he artists 
inl^)8'9. It is an extremely personal work, i( that word can be used ol two people. They have written 
essa\'s 



icat ion and their lascinating research on John James Audtibon 


to whom t he loli(") edit ion wasdedicaied. In addition each plate is accompanied by a briel explication 
ol their own relationship to the subject ol the painting. The vxdume was meant to read and so in- 
c'ludes an essay. Self rLU tniil wiih Binis, by the nature writer, John C'lraves. But the paintings are the 
locus alter all. Naturally there are cole")!* dillerences between the (olio edition and this one, but the 
accessibility ol the book more than compensates lor an\' loss. The emotional identilication ol the 
artists with the landscapes and birds and thecarelul attention to detail make each painting memo- 
rable. 

The book isan exceptional tribute to Audubon. -Rin /i Cinshury^. BalLiniail RcscLirch Instilutcid 
lewis, 50^1 Beean S( reel, I’oK Worih, /TV 7(d02-d060, l l.S.A. 

lulilin s H(fte (W ()/ Bi nlsLind lextis.—Ol iheTOcidor [')lates, lOareot landscapes ol Texas and the 
remaining 40 are ol birds. I knvever, the C'icntlings have painted mi'ire than just birds, there are at 
least 17 species ol native, naturalized or cultivated plants in lull color. Some ol the jdants |9ainted in 
I lower, fruit, and their spectacular loliage include. Water 1 lyacinth. Yellow Lotus, White Water-Lil\. 
.Sweet gum, Saw C ireen brier. Cedar Fl m. Com mon I rum pel -Ch eeper, Lexas Bl uebonnet , Sycamore. 1 \)iTi 
miss I he t lora k^r launa. 

Cod hath made three beautiful things, birds, and women, and flowers,’ —/n/i»i S(ur(i( Biciehie, 
I he BoUiiusi's Sony, lBb9. This is almost the perlect book. 


li 


Cj iRiscTi'i ii;r l\i;i I Y (hditor). 2000.Jean-Jacques Rousseau The Reveries of the Solitary 

Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquieres. Translared and 

annotared by Charles E. Buttervvorth, Alexandra Cook, and Terenee E. Marshall. 
(ISBN 1-584 (y 5-007-9, hbk.) University Press of New England, 23South Main 
Street, flanover, NEI 03755-2058, U.S.A. (Orders: Plymbridge Distributors 
Ltd., Estover Plymouth, PL(y &P2, UK 603-643-7100, ext. 233). £47.00 (ca. 
$60) hbk., 349 pp. Frontispieee, 6 1/8" x 9 1/4". 

In the middle ol the 20''' century, the ta.xonomist, Lloyd 1 1. Shinners, wrote that he was testing the 
validity and hope ol the most romantic td .sciences m an age hostile and alien to it. I he writings ol 
jean jac£|ues ICnisseau, the ‘Father ol the Romantic Mox'cment’ oiler ati interesting perspectiw on 
that earlier time when the science ol botany was emerging. /cun-/u( t/acs /xoirs.scua oilers an admi- 
rable translaticMi ol the nature cssa\’s and letters about botanv, and thus makes available to the Fn 
glish reader a lesser known side ol the great philosc-ipher. The copious and well-written notes pro- 
vide a valuable backgrouiKl to the circumstances ol the walks as well as a short historv of botanv 

y V 

Rousseaus appivcial ion ol the beauiiesol natureancl the lyricism ol hiswritinyare well servetl 
by this e.\cel lent book.-Rm/i ( ry. /Jutu/iic sil Rcsaii\h Instituic oj I'cxas. 50^) I’cnin Street, hut 

\Vorth.TX76102-l0b0.l’.S.A. 
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